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illustrated. 1874 Excerpt: ...miles in diameter. Q. What other peculiarity in their formation? A.
They sometimes contain in their center one or more lofty peaks. Q. What is observed flowing
out from all sides of these Ring mountains % A. There are seen streaks of light and shade
radiating and spreading to a distance of several hundred miles. Q. What are these called % A.
They are called radiating streaks. Q. How are they accounted for? A. They are considered by
some to be streams of lava which have once flowed out in all directions from these volcanic
mountains. Q. For what is Copernicus distinguished? A. It is one of the grandest of the Ring
mountains. Q. What is the length of its diameter? A. It is fifty-six miles in diameter. Q. What
is there peculiar in its formation? A. It has a central mountain, two of whose peaks are quite
conspicuous. Q. How high does it rise and what is its form 1 A. It rises eleven thousand feet,
and the summit is a narrow ridge, nearly circular in form. The Eclipses. Q. What is an Eclipse?
A. It is an obstruction or obscurity of the light of the Sun or Moon by the interposition of some
dark body between them and our sight. Q. What causes an Eclipse of the Moon? A. When the
Moon, in its revolution around the Earth, passes into its shadow, she suffers an Eclipse? Q.
What is the philosophical cause of an Eclipse? A. A body always casts its shadow in the
opposite direction from which the light strikes it; the Sun is the great source of light and is
nearly one million four hundred thousand times as large as the Earth, hence, owing to its
immense size, the rays of light from the Sun would pass beyond the Earth, and at a distance of
eight hundred and forty thousand miles would come together; and the diameter of the Earth
being about eight hundred thousand miles, the...
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